EMBASSY OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT
CULTURAL DIVISION

1500 International Drive, N.W.. Washington, D.C. 20008 Telephone (202) 364-2100 FAX (202) 363-8394/ (202) 362-4379

NEW MERIT SCHOLARSHIP REGULATIONS

Per Ministerial Decree #96 dated April 12, 2018 replaces Article 12 (Merit Scholarship) of Decree
#58/2013, below are the new requirements and regulations for the Merit Scholarship:

1.
2.
3.

Must be a Kuwaiti citizen

Applicant’s age should not be less than 17 and not to exceed 23 at the time of enrollment.
Must have a high school diploma or its equivalent, the validity of the diploma should not
exceed 2 academic years (24 months) from graduation date.

Students who obtained a foreign high school diploma from Kuwait or abroad must provide
an equivalency certificate issued by the Private Education Department at the Ministry of
Education in Kuwait.

The basic criteria for the merit scholarship is admission at an approved merit university for
their major as stated on the approved Merit schools list.

The student must provide the Cultural Office with the study plan of his Merit major and must
abide by it.

A merit scholarship student is only allowed a one-time to change major during their
scholarship. Approval is required from the Ministry of Higher Education’s Scholarship
Committee and must abide by Article 6 of the MOHE Scholarship rules and regulation.

A Merit scholarship student will be transferred to Conventional scholarship in the following
cases:

a. Exhaust the allowed period of study based on the study plan provided and does not
graduate on time and is allowed a maximum of one academic year of scholarship
extension as stated on MOHE regulation Article 6.

b. Student takes more than 2 courses (including lab) at a non-merit university (4 year
approved university) after joining the merit scholarship

c. Student changes major or transfers to a non-merit university while abiding by what
is stated on Article 6 of the MOHE rules and regulation.

d. Cumulative GPA drops below 2.0.

Financial Controls:

1.

Merit scholarship students receive monthly salary with an additional 50% based on
conventional salary rate. All financial rules mentioned in MOHE scholarship must be
followed.

All Merit scholarship requests require Ministry of Higher Education’s approval,
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